
 

EDUCATION 
2008      MFA Drawing, Kendall College of Art and Design 
2007      Ox-Bow Artist Residency 
2003      BA Painting Summa Cum Laude, Humboldt State University 
1998      Memphis College of Art 
1997      Grand Rapids Community College 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE AND EMPLOYMENT !! 
2013-    Private Art Instructor for Youth and Adults 
    Teaching Artist, Artists Creating Together, Grand Rapids, MI 
2015     Concept Development/Teacher, Education Days, ArtPrize Labs, Drop-In Studios     
     ArtPrize, Grand Rapids, MI 
 
     Exhibiting and Teaching Artist, Michigan House, Art Prize, Grand Rapids, MI 
  
                Guest Lecturer, Teaching Artist, “Creativity Revealed,”  
     Saugatuck Center for the Arts, Saugatuck, MI 

     Instructor, Artists Creating Together, Grand Rapids, MI 

     Artist-In-Residence, Artists Creating Together, Grand Rapids, MI 

2014-15   Founder/Director, WiseMaker Creative Reuse Shop & Art Studio,  

      The Geek Group, Grand Rapids, MI 

     Instructor, Kendall College of Art and Design Continuing Studies Program 

                Grand Rapids, MI 
      Student Support/Lecturer, Portfolio Camp, Kendall College of Art and Design, 
      Grand Rapids, MI 
 
2013      Lead Artist/Instructor, West Michigan Center for Arts and Technology     
      Grand Rapids, MI 

     Substitute Instructor, Creative Growth Art Center, Oakland, CA 
     Visiting/Teaching Artist, Creative Growth Art Center, Oakland, CA 

2008-13   Freelance Writer/Editor for Byrneboehm Gallery, Grand Rapids, MI 

Kelly Allen
211 Elmwood NE • Grand Rapids, MI 49505  •  616.634.6256 • kla500@yahoo.com  •  kellyallen.com



2002-       Freelance Artist: Fine Art Commissions, Murals, and Graphic Design 
      Grand Rapids, MI, Los Angeles, CA, Oakland, CA, San Francisco, CA 
2012      Visiting Artist, Humboldt State University, Arcata, CA 
      Guest Critic, Humboldt State University, 
      Honors Painting Program, Arcata, CA 
      Guest Lecturer, Humboldt State University, Arcata, CA 
2011-12  Contract Admissions Officer of Kendall College of Art and Design  

     for SFAI National Portfolio Day, San Francisco, CA 
2010-11   Gallery Assistant/ Preparator, Michael Rosenthal Gallery,  

     San Francisco, CA 
2007-10   Assistant Director, Byrneboehm Gallery, Grand Rapids, MI 
2009     Guest Speaker representing Byrneboehm Gallery, 
                Kendall College of Art and Design, Career Day, Grand Rapids, MI  
2008-09   Lead Artist/Mentor, ArtWorks Youth Arts Program,  
                Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts, Grand Rapids, MI 
2006-07    Instructor, Kendall College of Art and Design  
      Continuing Studies Youth Program, Grand Rapids, MI 
2007-08    Curator, Visual Arts Committee, Urban Institute For Contemporary Arts, 
       Grand Rapids, MI 
2007-08    Gallery Assistant, Kendall Gallery, Kendall College of Art and Design, 
       Grand Rapids, MI 
!2007      Graduate Teaching Assistant, Kendall College of Art and Design, 
      Grand Rapids, MI 
2003-08   Co-Founder/ Co-Owner/ Designer Ruby Clothing Company,  
                 Grand Rapids, MI 
 
 
SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
2016     Coming Home, Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts, Grand Rapids, MI 
2012        You Are The World, Bold Hype Gallery, New York, NY 

     Hidden Seeking, Thinkspace Gallery Project Room, Culver City, CA 
     Make It All True, Humboldt State University’s First Street Gallery, 

      Eureka, CA 
2010      Everything is Everything, Medicine Agency, San Francisco, CA 
2009     Giving Presence, MFA Thesis Exhibition, Byrneboehm Gallery 
     Grand Rapids, MI 
2007      A Little Surprise, Fwd Space, Grand Rapids, MI 
2006     Muskegon Museum of Art Contemporary Showcase, Muskegon, MI 



2004     WSYIWYG, Division Avenue Arts Council, Grand Rapids, MI 

2003       The Crochet Series, Foyer Gallery, Humboldt State University, Arcata, CA 

 

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
2017     Freshly Considered: Group Spring Show, LaFontsee Gallery,    
     Grand Rapids, MI 
  

   Live Coverage, 2017, Live Group Exhibition/Auction,  
   Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts, Grand Rapids, MI 

2016    Live Coverage, 2016, Live Group Exhibition/Auction,  
   Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts, Grand Rapids, MI 

2015       Live Coverage, 2015, Live Group Exhibition/Auction,  
   Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts, Grand Rapids, MI 

2014    Live Coverage, 2014, Live Group Exhibition/Auction,  
   Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts, Grand Rapids, MI 

    New Work, LaFontsee Galleries, Douglas, MI 
2013    Holiday Group Show, StolenSpace Gallery, London, UK 

  Copro 20th Anniversary Exhibition, Copro Gallery, Los Angeles, CA 
  Seven, StolenSpace Gallery, London, UK 
  The Fun Begins, Lux/Eros Gallery, Los Angeles, CA 

2012   Pieces of Heaven, Benefit Auction for The Art of Elysium,  
  Conducted by Christie’s Auction House, 
  Smashbox Studios, Los Angeles, CA 
  Love/Hate, Stolen Space Gallery, London, UK 

   Corporeal Clusters,111 Minna Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
 Wild At Heart, Thinkspace Gallery, Culver City, CA 
 Oakland Now, Spoke Art, Oakland, CA 

  The Great West Coast Migration for PangeaSeed, Travelling Exhibition 
  Locations: Roq La Rue, Seattle WA, Grass Hut Co, Portland, OR,  

 Spoke Art, San Francisco, CA, Le Basse Projects, Culver City, CA,  
 The Artery, Costa Mesa, CA, Space 4 Art, San Diego, CA 
 Sketch Tuesdays at 111 Minna, (various dates), San Francisco, CA 

2011  Wild Life, Stolen Space Gallery, London, UK 
 GOLD, Project One, San Francisco, CA 
 Impetus, Joseph Gross Gallery, University of Arizona, Tuscon, AZ 
 Moment, 111 Minna Gallery, San Francisco, CA 



 Beyond Eden Art Fair, Thinkspace/LA Municipal Art Gallery, Hollywood, CA 
 Dig for Fire, C.A.V.E Gallery, Venice, CA 
 Sketch Tuesdays at 111 Minna (various dates), San Francisco, CA 
 Culver City Art Walk, Thinkspace, Culver City, CA 

  LAX/PDX, Curated by Thinkspace, Together Gallery, Portland, OR 
 Warhol Reimagined, Project One, San Francisco, CA 
 Exposed, 111 Minna Gallery, San Francisco, CA 

  Fractured, Bold Hype Gallery, New York, NY 
2010  San Francisco Fine Art Fair, Michael Rosenthal Gallery, San Francisco, CA 

 The 50th 111 Minna Sketch Tuesdays, 111 Minna Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
  The Meat Show, Medicine Agency, San Francisco, CA 
  111 Minna Sketch Tuesday, 111 Minna Gallery, San Francisco,  
  Curated by Park Life Gallery 

 The Bread Show, Tartine, San Francisco, CA 
  Redial, Experimental Exhibition, Byrneboehm Gallery, Grand Rapids, MI, 
  Concept invented and curated by Kelly Allen 
  Live Coverage, 2010, Live Group Exhibition/Auction,  

 Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts, Grand Rapids, MI 
2009  Mutant Anxiety, Michael Rosenthal Gallery, San Francisco, CA 

 Fresh Start 2009, Santa Monica Art Studios, Santa Monica, CA 
  Guest Curator: Seonna Hong 
  Little Hang Ups, Byrneboehm Gallery, Grand Rapids, MI 
  Live Coverage, 2009, Live Group Exhibition/Auction,  

 Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts, Grand Rapids, MI  
2008  I Know What You Did Last Summer, The Co-Prosperity Sphere, Chicago, IL 
  You Rule Me, Heaven Gallery, Chicago, IL 
  Kendall College of Art and Design MFA Candidate Spring Exhibition,  
  Grand Rapids, MI 

 Art Battle For Community, Live Group Exhibition/Auction, Grand Rapids, MI 
  Live Coverage, 2008, Live Group Exhibition/Auction,  

 Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts, Grand Rapids, MI  
2007  Getting Closer, Two-person Exhibition with Michele Bosak,  
  Byrneboehm Gallery, Grand Rapids, MI 

 A Common Line, Gallery 214, Northern Illinois University, Dekalb, IL 
  Odd Couplings, Group Invitational, Lowell Area Arts Council, Lowell, MI 



2006  The Telephone Show, Experimental Collaboration, Byrneboehm Gallery, 
  Grand Rapids, MI, Theme developed and curated by Kelly Allen 

 Live Coverage, 2006, Live Group Exhibition/Auction,       
 Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts, Grand Rapids, MI 

2005  Art Battle V, Live Exhibition, Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts 
Countdown to Ecstasy, Thirdstone Gallery, Saugatuck, MI 

2004  The Holiday Show, Gallery Arcadia, Grand Rapids, MI 
 280 Studios Art Battle IV, Live Exhibition, Urban Institute for  
 Contemporary Arts, Grand Rapids, MI 
 On The Verge, Gallery Arcadia, Grand Rapids, MI 
 Dia De Los Muertos, Free Radical Gallery, Grand Rapids, MI 

2003  280 Studios Art Battle, 280 Studios, Grand Rapids, MI 
  Regional Invitational Exhibition, First Street Gallery, Eureka, CA 
  Senior Exhibition, Reese Bullen Gallery, Humboldt State University, Arcata, CA 

 

SELECTED JURIED EXHIBITIONS 
2009  Art Prize: First Annual Public Exhibition, Grand Rapids, MI 
2008    The 80th Regional Exhibition, Muskegon Museum of Art, Muskegon, MI 
  Curator: Joe Bova, Professor, Louisiana State University,  

 Ohio University School of Art 
2007    Drawing No Conclusions, Urban Institute of Contemporary Arts,  

 Grand Rapids, MI, Curator: Dominic Molon 
2006     The 78th Regional Exhibition, Muskegon Museum of Art, Muskegon, MI 
  Curator: Art Martin, Registrar, Muskegon Museum of Art 
2005     Submission, Fuse Gallery, New York, NY, Curator: Juxtapoz Magazine  
  Festival 2005 Regional Arts Competition, Grand Rapids Art Museum,  
  Grand Rapids, MI 

 The West Michigan Regional Competition, Lowell Area Arts Council,  
 Lowell, MI 

2003     Annual Juried Exhibition, Reese Bullen Gallery, Humboldt State University,  
  Arcata, CA 
 
2002     Annual Juried Exhibition, Reese Bullen Gallery, Humboldt State University,  
  Arcata, CA 
2001    Annual Junk Art Exhibition, Morris Graves Museum, Eureka, CA 
 



 
GALLERY REPRESENTATION 
2013-present      LaFontsee Galleries 
      833 Lake Dr. SE 
     Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
       
2010-2012     Thinkspace Gallery 
      6009 Washington Blvd. 
      Culver City, CA  90232 
 
2010-2013        Bold Hype Gallery 
      547 W. 27th St. 5th Floor 
      New York, NY  10001 
2009-2010     Michael Rosenthal Gallery 
     365 Valencia 
     San Francisco, CA  94110  
 
2003-2005       Byrneboehm Gallery 
     959 Lake Dr SE  

   Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
 
2003-2005       Gallery Arcadia 
     959 Lake Dr SE  

   Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
 

 
AWARDS  
2014        Project Support Grant, Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs 
      with support from the National Endowment for the Arts 
 
2007        West Michigan Scholarship, Ox-Bow School of Art and Artist’s Residency 
2006        Kendall College of Art and Design of Ferris State University  
     Scholarship of Merit 
2005        First Place, Art Battle V, Urban Institute of Contemporary Art 

    Honorable Mention, West Michigan Regional Competition 

2004        Second Place, 280 Studios Art Battle 

2003        First Place, 280 Studios Art Battle 

      205 Painting Award, Humboldt State University 

2002        Berry Painting Award, Humboldt State University 
 



 
LECTURES, PRESENTATIONS, WORKSHOPS, SPECIAL PROJECTS 

2015     Guest Lecturer, Teaching Artist, “Creativity Revealed,”  
  Saugatuck Center for the Arts, Saugatuck, MI 
 
 Founder/Director, WiseMaker Arts in Sustainability Parade, Grand Rapids Mini  
 Maker Faire, Grand Rapids Public Museum, Grand Rapids, MI 
 
 Teaching Artist, Recycled Art, Mixed-Media, Festival Day, Workshops for Adults  
 And Children with Developmental Disabilities, Artists Creating Together,  
 Grand Rapids, MI 
 
2014-15    Series of Creative Reuse Craft Workshops: Collage, Assemblage,  
                 Dream Catchers, Coil Basketry, Leather Jewelry, Vision Boards, Puppet  
                 Making, Mask Making, and other techniques for Adults and Children,  
                 WiseMaker Creative Reuse Shop and Art Studio at The Geek Group,  
                 Grand Rapids, MI  
  
2013 Macrame Workshop, Creative Growth Art Center, Oakland, CA 
 Mask Workshop, WMCAT, Grand Rapids, MI 
 Ornament Workshop, WMCAT, Grand Rapids, MI 
2012    Lecture, Presentation, Undergraduate Critiques, Humboldt State University,  
            Arcata, CA 
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2nd Edition, !Oxford University Press, 2011; Reproduction 
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TELEVISION 
A Thrifty Crafter’s Dream Come True, WOTV4Women, Channel 4, Grand Rapids, MI 
November 13, 2014 
http://wotv4women.com/2014/11/13/a-thrifty-crafters-dream-come-true/ 
 
Art Students Create Ornaments for D.C. Christmas Tree, WZZZM Chanel 13,              
Grand Rapids, MI October 28, 2013 
http://www.wzzm13.com/news/article/272249/14/Art-students-create-ornaments-for-DC-
Christmas-tree 
Take Five, Television Interview with Reporter Stephanie Webb,  
WZZM Channel 13, !Grand Rapids, MI January 12, 2008 

 
ONLINE PERIODICALS 
Jennifer Ackerman-Haywood, “New Grand Rapids Arts and Crafts Thrift Shop Doubles as 
Drop-In Studio and Drop-Off Point for Excess Supplies,” M Live, October 12, 2014, 
http://www.mlive.com/living/grand-
rapids/index.ssf/2014/10/new_grand_rapids_arts_and_craf.html 
Molly Kimmelman, “Grand Rapids Artist Kelly Allen Stirs Imagination With Striking Images,” 
M Live, March 31, 2009, http://www.mlive.com/entertainment/grand-
rapids/index.ssf/2009/03/grand_rapids_artist_kelly_alle.html 

 



BLOGS 
“WiseMaker Arts in Sustainability Parade: Shock of the Cool,” September 3, 2015 
http://www.rapidgrowthmedia.com/gsync/ParadeSust.aspx 
 
“Alum Kelly Allen Taps Into the Power of Stuff with New Non-Profit Organization,”  
February 9, 2015  
http://www.kcad.edu/blog/alum-kelly-allen-taps-into-the-power-of-stuff-with-new-non-
profit-organization/ 
 
“Kelly Allen Promotes Art and Environment at New Geek Group Maker Space (VIDEO) 
November 20, 2014 
http://www.rapidgrowthmedia.com/features/112014geekgroupmakerspace.aspx 
  
“Artist Kelly Allen Making a Difference with Creative Growth,” HATCh, January 28, 2013 
http://hatchinc.com/blog/2013/01/28/artist-kelly-allen-making-a-difference-with-creative-
growth/ 
Huey Crowley, “New Art By Kelly Allen,” Lost At E Minor, January 11, 2013 
http://www.lostateminor.com/2013/01/11/new-art-by-kelly-allen/ 
Ryan De La Hoz, “Kelly Allen’s Vibrant Microcosm Clusters, Beautiful Decay, November 12, 
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Amelie Malmgren, “Kelly Allen,” The Hidden People, 2012 
http://thehiddenpeople.com/interviews/kelly-allen/ 
Shayna Yasuhara, “Featured Artist, Kelly Allen,” The Paint Pens Collective, November 2012 
http://paintpenscollective.tumblr.com/post/33898331246/featured-artist-kelly-allen-san-
francisco 
Rachel Ralph, “Corporeal Clusters” @ 111 Minna,” Fecal Face Dot Com, October 23, 2012 
http://www.fecalface.com/SF/tag/kelly-allen 
“Kelly Allen,” Armada, October 23, 2012 http://armadaskis.com/artists/past-
collaborations/kelly-allen/ 
Nastia Voynovskaya, “Kelly Allen, Xiau-Fong Wee, and Melissa Arendt’s “Corporeal 
Clusters” at 111 Minna, Hi Fructose, October 22, 2012 
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corporeal-clusters-at-111-minna/ 
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interview-with-kelly-allen/ 
Michael Cuffe, “An Interview with Artist Kelly Allen,” Warholian, February 2, 2012 
http://warholian.com/2012/02/02/kelly-allen/ 
“Kelly Allen” ArtistADay, 2012 http://artistaday.com/?p=5174 
Ken Harman, “Studio Visit With Kelly Allen,” Hi Fructose, November 27, 2011 
http://hifructose.com/2011/11/27/studio-visit-with-kelly-allen/ 
“Kelly Allen- Pantone Purple C,” My Favorite MAOI, August 17, 2011 
http://myfavoritemaoi.com/tag/artist/ 
“I’m Jealous of Kelly Allen, The Jealous Curator, May 2, 2011 
http://www.thejealouscurator.com/blog/2011/05/02/im-jealous-of-kelly-allen/ 

Christopher Aris, “Kelly Allen,” Escape Into Life, April 28, 2011 
http://www.escapeintolife.com/painting/kelly-allen/ 
Chichi Williams, “PAPERMAG: Gallery Hop: Margriet Smulders, Kelly Allen, Brice 
Dellsperger @ More, Paper, January 14, 2011 
http://www.papermag.com/2011/01/last_nights_below-freezing_tem.php 
Hillary Copeland-Glenn, “Kelly Allen at Bold Hype Gallery, NY,” Little Paper Planes, January 
12, 2011 http://blog.littlepaperplanes.com/kelly-allen-at-bold-hype-gallery-ny/ 
“Kelly Allen ‘Everything Is Everything’ Interview Exclusive,” Anyone Girl, March 22, 2010 
http://www.anyonegirl.com/kelly-allen-everything-is-everything-interview-exclusive/ 
“Kelly Allen- Everything is Everything- Medicine Agency,” Warholian, March 22, 2010 
http://warholian.com/2010/03/22/kelly-allen-everything-is-everything-medicine-agency-
warholian/ 
“Kelly Allen,” BOOOOOOOM, December 11, 2009 
http://www.booooooom.com/2009/11/12/kelly-allen-artist-mixed-media-drawing/ 
Nancy Davis, “Kelly In Wonderland,” Rapid Growth, October 11, 2007 
http://www.rapidgrowthmedia.com/features/allen7407.aspx 



 
EXHIBITIONS CURATED 
2010 Redial, Byrneboehm Gallery, Grand Rapids, MI 
2006 The Telephone Show, Byrneboehm Gallery, Grand Rapids, MI 

 
 
 
TECHNICAL ABILITIES 
Demonstrative mastery of the use of gouache, oil paint, graphite, colored pencil, linocut, 
collage, canvas-building, and fiber arts and craft techniques. 

 

ART-RELATED TRAVEL 
2013 Los Angeles, CA 

Art Basel, Miami Beach, FL 
2012 Art Basel, Miami Beach, FL 
 New York, NY 
 Los Angeles, CA 
2011 New York, NY 
 Los Angeles, CA 
2010 San Francisco, CA 
2009 Art Chicago, Chicago, IL 
2008 Art Chicago, Chicago, IL 
 Los Angeles, CA 
2002 Mexico City, Mexico 
 San Francisco CA 
2001   Paris, France, Barcelona, Spain, Florence, Italy, Switzerland 
 

CLIENT LIST 
New York Magazine, NY 
Sunday Times, UK Edition 
WGSN Trend Forecasting, UK 
Beauty Bar, NY 
Armada Skis, CA 
Dr. Romanelli, Los Angeles 



 
 
REFERENCES 

Deborah Rockman, Professor, Artist, Author, Kendall College of Art and Design,                
17 Fountain St. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 (616) 454-2787 ext. 1185  

Linda LaFontsee, Gallery Owner, LaFontsee Gallery,  
833 Lake Drive SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506 (616) 451-9820 
 
Angela Steele, Executive Director, Artists Creating Together, 
1140 Monroe Ave NW, Suite 4101, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
 
 

 


